THE DAYS OF NON-INTERVENTION
third week of July. It was reported that the progressive Spanish
Government was arming the workers while the Foreign Legion
and the insurgent regular army were marching on Madrid. It
seemed at first as if the Spanish Government would soon be
overcome, especially when it became known that the insurgents
before they moved had come to an understanding with Italy
and Germany. General Franco, who had assumed command of
the insurgent armies on the accidental death of his superior San-
jurjo, boasted that he had four columns marching on Madrid
and a fifth inside the city, which would rise against the Govern-
ment upon his approach. As it happened. Franco was halted
outside Madrid by the hastily raised 'People's Army9 of the
Republican Government, the most dependable corps of which
was the Tnternational Brigade' of non-Spanish anti-Fascist
volunteers. The new word 'fifth-columnist' soon came into the
English language, being particularly applied to certain political
groups which seemed to be trying to bring Great Britain into the
Fascist camp. Suspicion was attached to the lunches and week-
end parties which Lady Astor held at her country house, Clive-
den, in Buckinghamshire: the 'Cliveden Set' was whispered to
be pro-Nazi, and at the bottom of all Fifth Column activity in
England. Lady Astor herself vigorously denied these rumours,
but she could not prevent the Left Press from always speaking of
the 'Cliveden Set' and the 'Fifth Column' in the same breath.
The'Spanish War soon developed into a standing European
crisis. It could not be overlooked that the Italians and Germans
were helping General Franco, and that, if he were to win,
Britain and France would be threatened with an addition to the
Italo-German 'Axis'. The Spanish Government, after appealing
in vain to the League of Nations, decided to seek help from
Russia. The Russians, who, like the Italians and Germans,
wished to try their new weapons in actual combat, sent a certain
amount of help, especially aircraft, pilots, and tanks, but not
enough to compensate for the help that the Axis was ready to
give to the other side. The Russian intervention decided the
British and French Governments to remain neutral. It was
feared by leading Conservatives that, if the Republican Govern-
ment won, the Communists, who had been only a very small
minority in Spain, would gain control of the country; that this
would damage Anglo-French trade interests in Spain and put
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